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The development of post-Soviet media system was largely affected by traditions of communicating and 
disseminating mass-information, and the Soviet (dictatorial) model of media. Soviet mass media was in 
charge of transmitting and propagating the ideology of the Party, which was generally regarded as the 
main point of orientation, it thus controlled, monitored and actually dispossessed the discourse on reali-
ty. Although media became a tool for democratisation during in the age of perestroika and glasnost, 
after the disintegration of communism no independent, self-controlling media model could take roots. In 
my paper I will present how various dominant models in media (the self-controlled model, the corpora-
tive-authoritarian model, controlled, state-controlled models and commercialised model) replaced each 
other, on the other hand, and I will scrutinise political and economic dimensions involved in the pro-
cesses in media- as well. Since it is the television that is in charge of upholding the conscience of collec-
tive identity of Russian society, and of structuring pastimes, its circumstances, including ownership, 
legal conditions as relevant backgrounds for television broadcasting are especially noteworthy. I will 
also refer to the fact that non-state-run channels, such as NTV and ORT have come into being. Among 

Broadcasting Corporation, and the role of Roskomandzor in monitoring media are to be evaluated. 
Laws passed, among them a recent one having taken effect on 15th October 2014, have changed and are 
changing the environments of Russian media significantly, and are limiting critical voices to sound their 
opinion against the Kremlin.  
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